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Boy Scouts of America

Troop 800

Chula Vista, California


March 1, 2011
To the Parents of a new Eagle Scout,

Congratulations!  Your son has made it to the highest rank Boy Scouts of America has to offer.  Now What?  You can choose to do nothing!  That’s right… your son at this point IS an Eagle Scout and you can just call it job done and go about other things,  BUT… after finishing this grueling trail, most would agree that it’s time to celebrate!  Nearly all scouts reaching Eagle Rank celebrate with an “Eagle Court of Honor”.  To aid in planning this event, Troop 800 has put together a few recommendations to smooth out the process.  A Court of Honor does have some protocol that should be observed though… we will advise herein what parts should not be overlooked.

Generally, what your Court of Honor consists of is up to the Scout and his parents.  Location is entirely up to you, but it should be held where its specialness is intact.  There were a lot of people that helped your son along the trail to Eagle, and this is a good time to thank them… remember, they will feel taken for granted if overlooked.  Elected officials that have been involved in your sons rank advancements or Eagle project should be identified and notified as soon as the Scouts board of review is completed.  They may be at the Court of Honor, or they may send written commendations that should be displayed at the Eagle Court.

Fellow Scouts and Scouters from troop 800 will usually bend over backwards to help with your Eagle Court.  However…don’t presume that, as at past ceremonies, people will just be part of the program.., plan it out and ASK for their participation… and be specific.  Also, troop members will certainly help with most any part of planning… if asked.

As your plan evolves, write everything down!  When you begin to formulate the actual program, have everything written so there is no misunderstanding as to who will say or do what.  Ultimately, everyone involved should have a written work of everything they will say or be required to do.  A smooth Eagle Court is in the details.  For this Eagle Scout, you’ll only get one chance at this!

Pick your location first and early!  While Troop 800 uses the hall at St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church for most of our meetings, and many Scouts have held Courts of Honor there, you are encouraged to hold your Court of Honor in whatever “special” place suits you.  Remember to keep in mind that it should be a private setting to maintain the dignity of the event.  Check for location availability when you wish to hold the Eagle Court, and try not to conflict with other obvious happenings that will make attendance difficult for others.  Some places will have a fee attached, and that may direct your selection.  Just as an example, you might consider the Midway or some other museum.  The real outdoorsman might even consider a campfire edition at an appropriate campsite.

With the location and date set, you will need to begin working out the details of your program and get commitments from those you wish to involve.  Location will certainly affect what kind of program you will present. 

You will need to allow enough time to send out invitations (or invite people as you see fit) so that invitees can make plans to attend.  Don’t wait until the last minute, or  plan the Eagle Court on such short notice, that people can’t adjust their calendars accordingly.

Lastly, a printed program adds a lot of class to an Eagle Court.  If you wish, Eagle Scout program covers are available from the council scout shop.  Programs can be as simple or as fancy as you wish them to be.  

Remember… this is YOUR Eagle Court of Awards!  Plan it your way…

In so doing…. There are some points of protocol that do need to be observed.

An Eagle Court of Honor needs to be a dignified event!  That doesn’t mean that it shouldn’t be fun.

· The Court of Honor needs to be formally opened

· Typically, this is done by the troop committee chairperson (________________________________) or District/ unit commissioner

· That same person should later formally close the Court of Honor

· There should be an invocation near the opening

· Honored guests should be identified

· Presentation of colors

· Fellow scouts can do this or a military honor guard or….

· Pledge of allegiance

· Pledge of the Eagle

· Usually administered by the District Executive or some other adult who is an Eagle Scout, or another Eagle Scout

· Presentation of the awards

· Usually by the scoutmaster and parents

· Benediction

· Retiring of the Colors

These are the things that really NEED to be included in your Court of Honor.

If you would like more information the following websites have a wealth of information about Eagle Scouts and sample Court of Honor ceremonies:

http://usscouts.org/eagle.asp
http://usscouts.org/netresources/eagle.asp
If you still have questions. Just ask the other Eagle Scouts in the Troop or their parents what they did. Good Luck and again Congratulations! 

Yours in Scouting,

Tom Davies

Scoutmaster
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